[TO BE SENT THE DAY BEFORE THE ACTION, EMBARGOED UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY]


MEDIA RELEASE
[CITY] joins thousands in over 200 cities to end the ‘war on drugs’
Today, thousands of people across 200 cities in over 90 countries are taking part in the Support Don’t Punish campaign’s ‘Global Day of Action’ to call for an end to the ‘war on drugs’. 
26 JUNE 2018, [CITY] – Add a paragraph describing the actions / events in your country – what happened / will happen, how many people, and who is the target?
[Name of partner(s)] joins hundreds of partners from across the globe in a growing international solidarity movement that for seeks to end harmful anti-drug policies that violate human rights and undermine public health.
Governments spend an estimated US$ 100 billion each year to eradicate drug markets in an disastrous and elusive pursuit of a ‘drug free world’, . The disproportionate reliance on punishment and repression has failed by its own metrics. Last year, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime acknowledged that ‘the drug market is thriving’.
The ‘war on drugs’ has detrimentally affected the health and well-being of millions of people as demonstrated by rising overdose deaths, HIV and hepatitis C transmissions among people who use drugs, prison over-crowding, and an exacerbation of stigma, marginalisation, violence and corruption. Severe human rights abuses, such as arbitrary detention, forced drug treatment and extrajudicial killings are often committed in the name of drug control. 
Despite the failure and the damage of repressive drug policies, on 26th June, some governments commemorate the United Nations’ International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking by celebrating their record of drug arrests, seizures and even drug-related executions. The Support Don’t Punish Global Day of Action seeks to reclaim this day by highlighting the urgent need to make drug policies fit for purpose.

‘This sixth Global Day of Action is bigger than ever. People from all over the world are united in their outrage that drug policies often seem more concerned with punishment than the wellbeing of communities. Governments can no longer justify the same catastrophic policies that have caused so much damage and human suffering. Today, thousands of us stand together and demand change. It is time for a humane approach to drugs.’ said Ann Fordham, Executive Director of the International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC) – a global network of NGOs which coordinates the campaign.
[Add a local quote – ideally from a high-profile person from the city/country]
NOTES FOR EDITORS:

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
‘Support Don’t Punish’ is a global campaign calling for changes to existing drug laws, for the decriminalisation of low-level, non-violent drug offences, and for investments in effective and cost-effective harm reduction responses for people who use drugs. The campaign was launched in 2013 and has grown year-on-year. 

Global highlights this year include: 

· A large-format mural and information stand in Mexico City.

· A ‘cake-off’ with health professionals and clients, in Cape Town, South Africa.
· An ephemeral “drug store” installation in Rennes, France.
· A series of public talks with the public and decision-makers, in Port-Louis, Mauritius.

· A float parade in downtown Freetown, Sierra Leone.

· A flash mob in several tube stations in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

· A mobile information and legal advice unit in Yekaterinburg, Russia.
· A talk on drug policy and the Peace Agreements, in Bogotá, Colombia.

· A silent march of remembrance, in Kathmandu, Nepal.

· A press conference in Parliament, in Rome, Italy.

· A lunchtime event on drug policy reform and first nations, in Wellington, New Zealand.

See http://supportdontpunish.org/day-of-action-2018/ for the latest information from around the world. 

‘The drug market is thriving’ – UNODC 2017 World Drug Report. Pg. 15

https://www.unodc.org/wdr2017/field/Booklet_1_EXSUM.pdf 
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Juan Fernandez Ochoa, IDPC (London)

Phone: +44 (0) 20 7324 2973
Email: campaign@idpc.net 

www.facebook.com/supportdontpunish 

Twitter: @SDPcampaign
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