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	MEDIA ADVISORY
FOR FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 2015


[INSERT DATE]
IN THE BUILD-UP TO GLOBAL DRUGS SUMMIT IN 2016, 
ACTIVISTS IN 100 CITIES TAKE PART IN A “DAY OF ACTION” TO END THE DRUG WAR

On Friday 26th June 2015, thousands of activists in 100 cities around the world will make their voices heard as part of the global Support. Don’t Punish campaign. The campaign calls on governments to put an end to the expensive and counter-productive war on drugs. This war has failed to reduce drug use or supply, it costs in excess of $100 billion each year to enforce, it has led to the mass incarceration of the vulnerable and the poor, and it fuels human rights violations and HIV epidemics.
The 26th June is the United Nations’ International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking – a day which has traditionally been used by governments to ‘celebrate’ drug arrests, seizures and even executions. The Support. Don’t Punish “Global Day of Action” aims to change the narrative, and to highlight the need for a better approach.

In April 2016, governments will come together in New York for a major drugs summit – the United Nations General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS) on drugs. This is  a rare opportunity for high-level, open debate about the world drug problem, and what is (and what is not) working. 

In the build-up to this summit, the “Global Day of Action” is a public show of force for better drug policies. A series of high-profile photo and video opportunities, meetings and seminars, concerts and publicity stunts will take place simultaneously around the world. On this day last year, events were held in 100 cities – including street performances, street art, protests, music events, football tournaments, processions, and even a boat show in the Nile!

[ADD SUMMARY OF LOCAL ACTIONS – YOU CAN INCLUDE MORE DETAILS ON PAGE 2]
END

NOTES TO EDITOR:

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
The Support. Don’t Punish campaign is a global initiative being led by the International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC), the International Network of People who Use Drugs (INPUD), Harm Reduction International (HRI), and the International HIV/AIDS Alliance. It calls for investments in proven effective and cost-effective harm reduction responses for people who use drugs, and for the decriminalisation of people who use drugs and the removal of other laws that impede public health services. For more information and resources about the campaign, visit www.supportdontpunish.org and http://supportdontpunish.org/day-of-action-2015/ 
ABOUT THE EVENT IN [COUNTRY / CITY]
Where: [EXACT LOCATION, IF POSSIBLE]
When: [EXACT TIMES, IF POSSIBLE]
What: [ENTER MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE ACTION, INCLUDING LINK TO FACEBOOK, ETC]
CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
[COUNTRY/CITY] ENQUIRIES:
[ENTER NAME]
[ENTER ORGANISATION NAME]
[ENTER EMAIL ADDRESS]
[ENTER CONTACT NUMBER – PREFERABLY MOBILE PHONE]
[ENTER TWITTER / FACEBOOK / SKYPE NAMES AND LINKS]
GLOBAL ENQUIRIES:

Jamie Bridge

International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC), UK

jbridge@idpc.net
+44 207 324 2996

Skype: bridgejamie
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/supportdontpunish 

Twitter: @SDPcampaign
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