[image: image1.jpg]| S|||imﬂ |
DORMl
pURSh.

W SuRortdonteumish.org




MEDIA ADVISORY TEMPLATE
MAIN CONTACTS: 

(Add City) Add Local Contact Name, Email and Phone
(London) Jamie Bridge, jbridge@idpc.net, +44 (0) 7815 047 603
(New York) Patrick Gallahue, patrick.gallahue@opensocietyfoundations.org, 917-328-0709

Add City joins more than eighty cities around the world                                  protesting the drug war
Citizens take to the streets to protest current drug policies and to call for an end to the senseless criminalisation of drug users
ADD CITY (XX June 2014) – Thousands of activists will take to the streets in more than 80 cities on June 26 to highlight how harmful drug laws have caused health crises, instability and mass incarceration around the world.
Mass demonstrations and other actions are planned in London, Paris, Warsaw, Mexico City, Kathmandu, Rome, Phnom Penh, Tbilisi, Kuala Lumpur, Moscow and more than 70 other cities. The actions are varied – from public gatherings, street art and dance displays, music concerts, public meetings and workshops, boat shows, social media campaigns, and advertisements on public transportation and billboards.
[Add short paragraph with details of your local actions]
The events are scheduled for June 26, which is the United Nations’ International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. This day is used by many governments to celebrate the war on drugs, to justify violent crackdowns and to promote harsh punishments. It has even been used in the past for public executions and beatings of drug offenders in some countries.  

The “Support. Don’t Punish: Global Day of Action” seeks to reclaim this day and promote a more effective and humane approach to drugs that is based on public health and human rights. 
The ‘Support. Don’t Punish’ campaign was organised by a coalition of NGOs calling on governments to put an end to the expensive and counter-productive war on drugs. According to estimates, the drug war costs in excess of $100 billion annually to enforce and has failed to reduce drug markets or drug use. 
The list of high-profile figures calling for the end of this war on drugs is growing fast: [Add local celebrity or politician if possible] President José Mujica of Uruguay, former Swiss President Ruth Dreifuss, Brad Pitt, Sir Richard Branson, Kofi Annan and Russell Brand to name a few.

[Add quote from your local organization, or use the quote below]
“The Global Day of Action is a public show of force for drug policy reform”, said Ann Fordham, Executive Director of the International Drug Policy Consortium. “The tide is turning and governments need to urgently fix their drug policies and repair the damage that has been done”.
The “Support. Don’t Punish” campaign is a global initiative supported by more than 100 NGOs around the world. It calls for investments in proven effective and cost-effective harm reduction responses for people who use drugs, and for the decriminalization of people who use drugs and the removal of other laws that impede public health services. For more information and resources about the campaign, visit www.supportdontpunish.org and http://supportdontpunish.org/day-of-action-2014/
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