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	MEDIA RELEASE

Thousands Protest the War on Drugs in 100 Cities
Global Day of Action demonstrates why our ineffective drug policies need to change


[Add City], 26th June 2014
Today [include here the name of your city] joined 100 cities across Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas, as part of the global ‘Support. Don’t Punish’ campaign, people have taken to the streets in vast numbers to call for an end to the war on drugs.  

For decades, the global approach to drugs has been overly harsh and repressive with little real impact on reducing the drug trade, while resulting in serious collateral damage that can no longer be ignored. It is estimated that US$ 100 billion is spent every year on drug law enforcement at the expense of investments in health and development. This approach has led to the mass imprisonment of people for minor drug offences, a multi-billion dollar illicit drug market and a global public health crisis. A lack of access to harm reduction services like needle and syringe programmes has led to twin epidemics of HIV and hepatitis C with over two-thirds of the 16 million people who inject drugs living with hepatitis C, while 3 million are living with HIV.

The “Support. Don’t Punish” campaign calls for an end to the expensive and counter-productive war on drugs, and promotes more effective and humane approaches based on public health and human rights. Diverting just a small fraction of drug law enforcement budgets, and reinvesting in health services will have significant impacts. The call is not for new money, but for better and more responsible public spending.
[Add short paragraph with details of your local demands]
Activists in cities as diverse as London, Moscow, Kuala Lumpur, Mexico City, Paris, Bogota, Harare, Nairobi, New York, Budapest and Dakar came out in force. The actions were varied and exciting – from protest marches, street art and dance displays, music concerts, boat shows and social media campaigns. [Add sentence with the details of your local actions]
[Add quote from your local organization, or use the quote below]
“Today has been an incredible show of people power. The momentum for a change in global drug policy is rapidly gathering pace”, said Ann Fordham, Executive Director of the International Drug Policy Consortium. “Criminalising people for using drugs is wasteful, ineffective and damaging and all around the world communities of people are rising up to say ‘enough is enough’”.
June 26th is the United Nations’ International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking – a day that is used by many governments to celebrate the war on drugs, to justify violent crackdowns and to promote harsh punishments. It has even been used in the past for public executions and beatings of drug offenders in some countries. By holding a “Global Day of Action” on this date, this campaign is challenging this drug war rhetoric and highlighting the urgent need for reform.

Contacts:
(Add City) 
Add Local Contact Name, Email and Phone
(London) 
Jamie Bridge, +44-7815-047-603
jbridge@idpc.net
(New York) 
Patrick Gallahue, 1-917-328-0709
patrick.gallahue@opensocietyfoundations.org
List of confirmed cities:
Australia:
Melbourne

Sydney


Tasmania
Belgium: Brussels
Bolivia: Cochabamba 
Bosnia & Herzegovina: Tuzla 
Cambodia:Phnom Penh 
Canada:
Ottawa
Chile:
Santiago 
Colombia:Bogota 
Costa Rica: San Jose 
Denmark:
Copenhagen 
Egypt:
Minya 
El Salvador: San Salvador 
France:
Marseilles


Metz


Paris


Toulouse 
Georgia:
Tbilisi 
Greece:
Athens 
Hungary:
Budapest 
Ireland:
Athlone


Belfast


Cork


Dublin


Ennis


Galway


Limerick


Wexford
India:
Haridwar


Imphal


Jammu


Patna


Panipat


Pune 
Indonesia:
Bandung


Bengkulu


Bogor


Denpasar


Jakarta


Jogyakarta


Mataram


Medan


Sukabumi


Surabaya
Italy
Rome
Kenya:
Kilifi


Kwale


Malindi


Mombasa


Nairobi
Lebanon:
Beirut 
Macedonia: Skopje 
Malaysia:
Kuala Lumpur 
Mauritius:

Port Louis


Quatre Bornes


Rose Hill
Mexico:
Mexico City 
Nepal:
Bhaktapur


Biratnagar


Birtamod


Butwal


Chitwan


Dhangadi


Dharan


Kathmandu


Mahendranagar


Nepalgunj


Pokhara


Surkhet


Syangja 
New Zealand: Auckland
Nigeria:
Abuja
Norway:
Oslo


Stavanger 
Palestine:
Jerusalem
Peru:
Lima 
Philippines: Manila 
Poland:
Warsaw 
Puerto Rico: San Juan 
Romania:
Bucharest 
Russia:
Moscow 
Senegal:
Dakar 
Spain:
Reus
Switzerland: Fribourg 


Geneva


Lausanne
Tanzania:
Dar es Salaam


Mbeya 
Thailand:
Bangkok 
Tunisia:
Sfax 
Ukraine:
Kiev 
UK:
Liverpool 


London


Manchester
USA:
New York


Orlando 
Viet Nam:Hanoi 
Zimbabwe: Harare


