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	MEDIA ADVISORY 

“Global Day of Action” set for 26th June 2014.

The heightened risks faced by people who inject drugs can no longer be ignored.


[INSERT DATE]
On Thursday 26th June 2014, hundreds of activists in more than 50 cities around the world will make their voices heard as part of the global Support. Don’t Punish campaign. The aim of this “Global Day of Action” is to raise awareness of the harms caused by current drug policies, coinciding with the UN-sponsored International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. A series of high-profile photo and video opportunities will take place simultaneously near iconic buildings and landmarks in cities around the world.
The Support. Don’t Punish campaign calls on governments to put an end to the expensive and counter-productive war on drugs. This war has failed to reduce drug use or supply, has cost in excess of $100 billion to enforce, and has driven HIV, tuberculosis and hepatitis epidemics around the world. It has also fuelled human rights violations and led to the mass incarceration of the vulnerable and the poor. 

The list of high-profile figures calling for the end of this war on drugs is growing fast: President José Mujica of Uruguay, former Swiss President Ruth Dreifuss, Brad Pitt, Sir Richard Branson, Kofi Annan and Russell Brand to name a few.
The “Global Day of Action” is a public show of force for drug policy reform: last year, on 26th June 2013, events were held in 41 cities around the world – including street performances, street art, protests, music events and flash mobs. Organisers expect even more cities to participate in events this year.
[ADD SUMMARY OF LOCAL ACTIONS – YOU CAN INCLUDE MORE DETAILS ON PAGE 2]
“The Support. Don’t Punish campaign shines a light on the large-scale damage that has been caused by the war on drugs for half a century”, said Ann Fordham, Executive Director of the International Drug Policy Consortium. “We know that this war is unwinnable and unjustifiably expensive. Instead of punishing people who use drugs we should be offering them services that address any health and social problems that they may have, and respect their human rights. The tide is turning and governments need to fix drug policies and repair the damage”.
[ADD LOCAL QUOTE IF POSSIBLE – THIS CAN ALSO REPLACE THE IDPC QUOTE ABOVE]
June 26th is the United Nations’ “International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking”. This day is used by many governments to celebrate the war on drugs – and has even been used to hold public executions and beatings of drug offenders. The “Global Day of Action” seeks to reclaim this day and promote a more effective and humane approach to drugs that is based on public health and human rights.

END

NOTES TO EDITOR:

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
The Support. Don’t Punish campaign is a global initiative being led by the International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC), the International Network of People who Use Drugs (INPUD), Harm Reduction International (HRI), and the International HIV/AIDS Alliance. It calls for investments in proven effective and cost-effective harm reduction responses for people who use drugs, and for the decriminalisation of people who use drugs and the removal of other laws that impede public health services. For more information and resources about the campaign, visit www.supportdontpunish.org and http://supportdontpunish.org/day-of-action-2014/ 
ABOUT THE “GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION”

On 26th June, we anticipate a wide range of events in Australia, Chile, Costa Rica, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, the Netherlands, Puerto Rico, Tanzania, Thailand, the Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the USA – plus many more! For details of the 2013 events, visit http://supportdontpunish.org/day-of-action-2013/ and watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOP0qW1_qCY 
ABOUT THE EVENT IN [COUNTRY / CITY]
Where: [EXACT LOCATION, IF POSSIBLE]
When: [EXACT TIMES, IF POSSIBLE]
What: [ENTER MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE ACTION, INCLUDING LINK TO FACEBOOK, ETC]
CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
[COUNTRY/CITY] ENQUIRIES:
[ENTER NAME]
[ENTER ORGANISATION NAME]
[ENTER EMAIL ADDRESS]
[ENTER CONTACT NUMBER – PREFERABLY MOBILE PHONE]
[ENTER TWITTER / FACEBOOK / SKYPE NAMES AND LINKS]
GLOBAL ENQUIRIES:

Jamie Bridge

International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC), UK

jbridge@idpc.net
+44 207 324 2996

Skype: bridgejamie
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/supportdontpunish 

Twitter: @SDPcampaign
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